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1. Introduction 
 
This plan sets out the priority activities which have been identified for managing 
freshwater fish populations within the Tay fishery district and for the development 
of freshwater fisheries. The plan relates to all fish species within the district, 
although it does naturally concentrate most on those species which are actually 
fished for. 
 
Fisheries management in the Tay district is delivered by several different 
organisations. The main organisation is the Tay District Salmon Fisheries Board 
(TDSFB) which takes its remit from Section 45(1) of the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003 which says that A district salmon 
fishery board may do such acts, execute such works and incur such expenses as may 
appear to them expedient forτ (a) the protection or improvement of the [salmon] 
fisheries within their district; (b) the increase of salmon; or (c) the stocking of the 
waters of the district with salmon. Salmon in this instance also includes sea trout. 
 
It is the only organisation which currently employs any staff and is principally funded 
by levies on salmon fishing proprietors. Three charitable organisations also exist, 
namely the Tay Foundation, the Tay Ghillies Association and the River Earn 
Improvement Association. These organisations raise funds or receive donations 
which are spent on fisheries management and educational projects on the river. The 
financial turnover of these trusts is relatively low compared to some on other rivers. 
All three work closely with TDSFB. There are also four Protection Orders (Tay, Earn, 
Tummel-Garry and part of upper Spey) within the district which requires four liaison 
committees. The Tay Liaison Committee is particularly active and in addition to 
managing the PO it has to some extent adopted a role in freshwater fisheries 
management. Fishery proprietors and their staff and angling clubs are also heavily 
involved in various aspects of management. 
 
While not directly involved in fisheries management a number of statutory bodies 
have key indirect roles. Scottish Natural Heritage is particularly important as the Tay 
and its tributaries (but not including the Earn and the Eden) have been designated an 
EU Special Area of Conservation for Atlantic Salmon, the three species of lampreys, 
otters and oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters and the Firth of Tay has been 
designated an SAC for common seals. Scottish Natural Heritage is primarily 
responsible for safeguarding the SACs but there is an onus on άŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¢5{C. ǘƻ ǳǇƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {!/ǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
to maintain a favourable conservation status of the designated species. 
 
The Scottish Environment Protection Agency will also play an increasing role because 
of its traditional role in maintaining water quality and increasingly by implementing 
the provisions of the EU Water Framework Directive. This has given SEPA new 
powers to regulate abstraction, engineering and other activities and has placed a 
requirement on SEPA to monitor fish populations. As the objectives of an SAC take 
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precedence over the WFD, protection of salmon and its habitat must become one of 
{9t!Ωǎ ƪŜȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ 
 
The Scottish Government, and in particular Fisheries Research Services, whose main 
Freshwater Laboratory is based in Pitlochry with an outstation at Almondbank, has 
clearly also a vital role to play. Another key player in the district is Scottish & 
Southern Energy plc whose many hydro installations give rise to numerous fisheries 
issues which are managed by dedicated fisheries and environmental staff. 
 
In identifying priorities this plan seeks to find a common purpose between the 
respective interests and to help take freshwater fisheries management forward in 
the coming years.  
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2. The Tay district 
 
 
2.1 Introduction 
 
The River Tay district is the largest fishery district in Scotland. It is comprised of the 
entire catchment of the River Tay and all its tributaries, the rivers Earn and Eden and 
all the small coastal catchments which drain into the sea coast between Fifeness and 
the Red Head at Arbroath. 
 
Figure 2.1: The main rivers and lochs in the Tay district 
 

 
 
 
2.2 Geology 
 
The Tay District covers a wide range of geological types, perhaps as diverse as any 
single catchment in Scotland. The dominant geological feature is the Highland 
Boundary Fault (HBF) which dissects the district in two. To the north of the HBF are 
mainly pre-Cambrian metamorphic rocks. Those in the area north of the River Lyon 
and to the west of the River Tilt, are mainly ancient rocks of the Moine Supergroup, 
the dominant rock in the northern highlands of Scotland. To the south and east of 
these are a suite of younger metasediments of the Dalradian Supergroup. The 
Dalradian rocks are less strongly metamorphic, more mineralogically varied and less 
acidic. In general the Dalradian rocks in Tayside seem to be fairly neutral and even 
slightly basic in terms of pH. They even include metamorphosed limestone. 
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Granite intrusions are relatively scarce in the Tay catchment, largely confined to the 
Tummel catchment west of Loch Rannoch. Other smaller intrusions occur in the 
upper catchments of the River Tilt and the River Isla. 
 
LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ I.C ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƭŀƛƴ ōȅ 5ŜǾƻƴƛŀƴ άƻƭŘ 
ǊŜŘ ǎŀƴŘǎǘƻƴŜǎέΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ ƳǳŘǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
conglomerates. They give rise to richer streams than either the Dalradian or Moine 
rocks to the north. The Sidlaw / Ochill complex which borders either side of the Firth 
of Tay are formed of extrusive lavas which are contemporaneous with the Devonian 
sandstones.  
 
To the south, the catchment of the River Eden is again mainly underlain by Devonian 
rocks but the succession eventually progresses into Carboniferous lava (Lomond 
Hills) and mountain limestone. Coal measures are encountered only a short distance 
beyond the boundary of the Tay district.  
 
Figure 2.2: Main rocks types, Tay district 
 

 

 
2.3 Topography 
 
The topography of the Tay catchment is strongly influenced by the underlying 
geology. At the most basic level, to the north west of the Highland Boundary Fault 
the country is upland and to the south east, lowland. 
 


