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Introduction

The following plan has been drafted by the Ness & Beauly Fisheries Trust. During 
2007 and 2008, the Trust was contracted by the Scottish Government to produce an 
audit of the available fish and fishery information on the Ness catchment. All fisheries 
trusts in Scotland undertook a similar process. It is envisaged that Trusts throughout 
Scotland will utilise the information produced in the audits in order to produce 
fisheries action plans for their area of remit. The plan has utilised the framework for 
the production of fish and fishery management plans published by the Scottish 
Fishery Co-ordination Centre (SFCC)1. The plan has been drafted in conjunction with 
the Ness District Fishery Board.

It is envisaged that the framework provided by the plan will be flexible and will
evolve during the timescale which the plan covers. The planning process is likely to 
be iterative in nature with an assessment of the success and failures of the present plan 
being incorporated into future planning cycles.

1 See www.sfcc.co.uk
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1. Aims and Objectives

1.1 The aim of this plan is to provide a framework for the protection and 
enhancement of fish stocks native to the Ness catchment and to ensure that any 
exploitation of such stocks, by either commercial or recreational fisheries, is 
undertaken in a sustainable manner. Fish species that are not exploited by 
fisheries contribute to the biodiversity of the area and are often considered to be
of high conservation value. As such, all fish species native to the Ness catchment 
have been included in the planning process. The remit of the Ness & Beauly 
Fisheries Trust includes all such species but it is noted that the remit of the Ness 
District Fishery Board extends only to salmon and sea trout. The plan also 
recognises that management of fish stocks should be undertaken at a population 
rather than a species level when required.

1.2 The plan covers the period 2008-2010. A relatively short planning period has 
been chosen to ensure that a full evaluation of the success and failure of the 
implementation of prescribed actions can be undertaken within a short timescale. 
It is expected that the Ness & Beauly Fisheries Trust will use the prescribed 
actions as a basis for its work programme during the planning period. It is likely 
that new issues will arise during the planning period therefore the plan is flexible 
in nature and is likely to be adapted during the planning period to meet the 
requirements of fish and fishery interests.

1.3 It is recognised that cognisance of various other plans that are in existence, both 
locally and nationally, has to be taken into account in the production of fish and 
fishery action plans. The Ness & Beauly Fisheries Trust has contributed to the 
drafting of the Inverness and Nairn Biodiversity Action Plan and the Area 
Advisory Group discussions re the Scottish River Basin Plan (a key component of 
the Water Framework Directive). 

1.4 Details of the area covered by the plan are illustrated in the following maps. To 
facilitate an assessment of the key pressures and actions required to mitigate for 
such pressures, the system has been sub-divided into smaller management units. 
This helps to define which pressures and associated actions are generic across 
management units and which are more specific in nature. The choice of 
geographical extent of each management unit is somewhat arbitrary in nature and 
it is recognised that in the future the increased use of genetic tools are likely to 
define more readily the geographic range of populations of fish species.  For the 
purposes of this plan the Beauly, Inverness and Moray Firths, including the many 
small burns that decant into the Firths, constitute an additional management unit 
which is considered to be part of the Ness system. Lochs are included in the 
management unit of the closest river.
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Ness System Plan Area
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Some features of this map are based on digital spatial data licensed from the 
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, © CEH. Includes material based on 
Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 maps with the permission of the controller of Her 
Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown copyright.
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Ness Management Units

Enrick & Coiltie
Moriston
Garry & Oich
Tarff, Foyers & Farigaig
Loch Ness & River Ness
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Some features of this map are based on digital spatial data licensed from the 
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, © CEH. Includes material based on 
Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 maps with the permission of the controller of Her 
Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown copyright.

2. Catchment and Fishery Description.
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2.1 Physical Characteristics of Catchment.

The River Ness catchment receives approximately 2000 square kilometres of land 
drainage. The upper reaches of the Ness catchment extend almost to the west coast 
close to Loch Hourn and Loch Nevis. The rivers draining from north of the Great 
Glen Rift Fault tend to be less steep in nature than those flowing from south of the 
fault. The highest altitude areas in the Ness catchment are to the north of Loch 
Quoich (Garry sub-catchment) and Loch Cluanie (Moriston sub-catchment) with 
some peaks in excess of 900m.

A description of the geology of the Ness catchment can broadly be split into two, 
namely those areas north and those areas south of the Great Glen Fault. To the 
north the rocks are largely Monian in nature consisting of granulites, schists and 
gneisses.   However, there are also substantial areas of Old Red Sandstone, 
particularly between Invermoriston and Urquhart Bay and on the south shore of 
Loch Ness. To the south bedrock geology is dominated by large granatic 
intrusions and Monian rocks. The River Ness area is dominated by Old Red 
Sandstone. Maps on pages 7 and 8 illustrate the geology of the area.

The soils found along the River Ness valley are predominately humus iron 
podzols with some gleys suitable for arable and permanent pasture. The upland 
areas of the catchment give rise to run-off with a low mineral and high organic 
content. Such areas tend to have higher acidity compared to areas draining 
sandstone, for example.

The closest Met Office weather station to the region for which data is available is 
Kinloss, although this is outside the Ness catchment area. The 1971-2000 average 
temperature at the weather station is 12.2 °C with annual averages of 53.5 days of 
frost, 1261.4 hours of sunshine, 624.4mm rainfall and 127.6 days of rainfall 
greater than 1mm. However, the Ness catchment covers a large area including 
sections in close proximity to the west coast. As such there is likely to be a large 
geographic range in the temperature and rainfall patterns within the catchment. 
This is reflected in the average rainfall values at the SEPA gauging stations found 
in the table below. 

Table1 represents a summary of data available from the National River Flow 
Archive. It should be noted that all river flows listed, with the exception of the 
Enrick and Tarff are altered to a greater or lesser extent by hydro-electric 
regulation. The River Tarff is currently being harnessed for hydro-electric 
production therefore it may well experience altered flow regimes in the future.

Water quality within the catchment would appear largely to be good. However, 
concern has been raised with regard to water quality in the Inverness, Beauly and 
Moray Firths.

Table 1 River Flow Archive Data
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Station Average Flow
(m3.s-1)

Q95  
(m3.s-1)

Average Rainfall 
(mm)

Ness Side (River Ness) 88.57 19.66 1764
Ardachy Bridge (River 

Tarff)
Not Currently 

Available 
Craigard (River Garry) 8.64 0.966 2818
Invermoriston (River 

Moriston)*
20.73 1.84 2117

Allt Bhlaraidh (Moriston 
Tributary)*

0.88 0.057 1548

Mill of Tore (River Enrick) 3.26 0.072 1294
Ness Castle Farm (River 

Ness)*
73.77 12.46 1779

* Denotes historical archive data only as recording station no longer in operation.






































































































