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Introduction

ÅThe Inner Moray Firth is designated a Special Protection Area 

for Goosanders and the species is protected under Wildlife & 

Countryside Act 1981.

ÅThe River Spey is designated as a Special Area of 

Conservation for Atlantic Salmon.

ÅThese designations lead to conflicts of interests.

ÅGoosanders and red-breasted mergansers (ósawbillsô) and 

cormorants perceived as threat to fisheries.

ÅSome argue that licenses are granted without scientific 

evidence of serious damage.
ÅÅ



Introduction

ÅBut the shooting of pisciverous birds as an aid to 

scaring is a legitimate Fishery Management intervention.

ÅSEERAD issued licences to permit the killing of birds ófor the 

purpose of preventing serious damage to fisheriesô, only when 

other measures (e.g. scaring) failed. 

ÅóNormally licenses will only be considered for the period 1st

January ï30thAprilôto protect breeding birds and dependent 

young in May ïAugust.

ÅSFB argue that a licence is needed until the end of May to 

protect the Salmon smolt run.

ÅA licence is required from the Scottish Government. This is 

how the Moray Firth Boards/Trusts go about obtaining one.   
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