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Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust

ÅRegistered Charity with 

members

ÅRecognised NGO

ÅApplied research and 

education

Å100 staff, 60 scientists

Å£6m budget

Å£2.4m on research

Drumochter Lodge



Key Themes

1. Management or Protection?

ï Public Benefits/Ecosystem Services

2. Improving tools

ï Refine, reduce, replace

3. Future Proofing

ï Policy, Law and Education



Management or Protection: UPE-Otterburn

ÅHigher wader densities on 

grouse moors than other 

moors

ÅPredator control or Muirburn?
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Upland Predation Experiment
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Did the keepers reduce predator abundance?

FOX spring    =>     43% reduction with predator 

removal

CROWS     spring    =>     78% reduction          ñ

WEASEL     spring   =>      no change                

RAPTORS   ALL sp   =>     57% increase           ñ

PE/HH/GH/BZ  =>   164% increase            ñ
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Without predator removal they 
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Wader species



Water vole pre-1980 to post-2000

North Worcestershire

(www.wbrc.org.uk)

Improving Tools: predator control



Mink Rafts

ÅMink rafts are used to guide trapping regimes

ÅParticularly suitable where daily checks are not 

possible


